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Goals of the program 
 

The program provides students with advanced competencies in research and teaching, deepens and 
specializes linguistic content, and opens up opportunities for pursuing their own research questions. 

Graduates have the competence to professionally investigate their own questions and to adequately 
process the current state of research on specific linguistic topics. They are able to take nuanced 
positions on linguistic policy and socially relevant aspects of linguistics. 

The course sharpens the ability to prepare linguistic research topics in an international context, both 
for a professional audience and for the broader public. In particular, the course on "Linguistic Careers" 
in the last semester of the program also prepares students for challenging careers within and outside 
academia. 

The team project module "Professional Experience 2 – Teaching" can be replaced by a four-to-eight-
week internship by arrangement. The project thesis will then be an internship report and the team 
project is omitted. The third semester can be chosen as a mobility semester for a stay abroad. 

In the specialization module, a seminar may be replaced by a presentation at a linguistics conference 
(student-led, if applicable). This encourages further opportunities for gathering experience and 
interaction outside the department. In addition, international and national linguistics conferences are 
regularly hosted by the faculty, and students are invited to attend. 

Every summer semester, a week of study perspectives will take place. During this week, classes 
will be partially cancelled and the following events will be held instead: 

An introduction to studying abroad with Erasmus representatives and reports on the experiences of 
previous exchange students 

A job café where alumni/ae report on their career paths and experiences in professional orientation. 

 

Structure of the program  
 

The master’s degree program in linguistics is structured into the following areas: 

1. Exploration 

2. Skills – Scientific reasoning and Empirical methods 

3. Case studies 

4. Linguistic theories 

5. Specialization 

6. Professional Experience  

7. Finalization  
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Module: Exploration 
German Title: Exploration 
Module-PNR: 1100  
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
2 semesters 
Courses and course types 
 a: Master seminar of choice (seminar) / 1101 
 b: Master seminar of choice (seminar) / 1102 
 c: Master seminar of choice (seminar) / 1103 

Combination of courses 
 Seminar (a) and seminar (b) and seminar (c) 

Semester 
Suggested course of study when starting in the winter semester:  
 a: 1st semester (winter semester) 
 b: 1st semester (winter semester) 
 c: 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 
 Module examination 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 
Suggested course of study when starting in the summer semester:  
 a: 1st semester (summer semester) 
 b: 1st semester (summer semester) 
 c: 2nd semester (winter semester) 
 
 Module examination 2nd semester (winter semester) 
 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every semester 
 b: Every semester 
 c: Every semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 
 c: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 c: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 1st semester: 120 hours / 4 ECTS credit points 
 2nd semester: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
3 ECTS credit points  

Content 
Seminars in this module address the intersection between linguistics and adjacent disciplines such as Philosophy, English 
and American Studies, German Studies, Romance studies, or Computer Science. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
In this module, students broaden their horizon, better identify the focus of their own interests, relate their knowledge to a 
wider area of topics, and sharpen their analytic skills.  
While some classes can be imported from adjacent programs, the exam has to be submitted to a class in the MA linguistics 
program. 
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Requirements for participation 
-none- 

Format of module examination 
Term paper (Pnr. 1110) or oral examination (Pnr. 1120)  

Requirements for the admission to the module examination  
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam. 
 
Miscellaneous 
The exam (AP) has to be submitted to a class in the MA linguistics program. 
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Module: Skills – Scientific Reasoning 
German Title: Fertigkeiten – wissenschaftliches Denken 
Module-PNR: 1200  
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Scientific Writing (practical course) / 1201 
 b: Theoretical Reasoning (seminar) / 1202 

Combination of courses 
 Practical course (a) and seminar (b)  

Semester 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the winter semester:  
 a: 1st semester (winter semester) 
 b: 1st semester (winter semester) 
 
 Module examination 1st semester (winter semester) 
 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the summer semester:  
 a: 2nd semester (winter semester) 
 b: 2nd semester (winter semester) 
  
 Module examination 2nd semester (winter semester) 
 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every winter semester 
 b: Every winter semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 
 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 a: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 b: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
6 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The seminar (b) introduces a current theoretical debate in linguistics and explores the literature on this topic. In the seminar, 
students explore the main questions and relations between arguments. The practice class (a) provides room to practice 
scientific writing based on the topics discussed in the seminar. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
This is one of two skills-oriented modules, which serve to bring all MA students to the same level concerning advanced 
academic skill sets. This module focuses on scientific reasoning and writing. It revisits the framing of a research question, the 
derivation of hypotheses from the state of the art, the development and documentation of methods and the discussion of the 
relation between results and the initial question. In the module, local and general infrastructures for finding literature, critical 
reading skills and typographical conventions for linguistics are also revisited. 
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Requirements for participation 
-none- 

Format of module examination 
Project thesis (Pnr. 1210) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination  
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam 
 
Miscellaneous 
-none- 
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Module: Case Studies 
German Title: Fallstudien 
Module-PNR: 1300  
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Case Studies 1 (seminar) / 1301 
 b: Case Studies 2 (seminar) / 1302 

Combination of courses 
 Seminar (a) and seminar (b)  

Semester 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the winter semester:  
 a: 1st semester (winter semester) 
 b: 1st semester (winter semester) 
 
 Module examination 1st semester (winter semester) 
 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the summer semester:  
 a: 2nd semester (winter semester) 
 b: 2nd semester (winter semester) 
  
 Module examination 2nd semester (winter semester) 
 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every winter semester 
 b: Every winter semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students  

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 a: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 b: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
6 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The two seminars focus on empirical research from one of the institute’s core areas, such as phonology/phonetics, 
morphosyntax, semantics/pragmatics and psycho/neurolinguistics. They explore current empirical studies from the field, 
discuss methods and provide room to replicate published studies or design new studies for original research questions. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
In this module, students learn to critically evaluate empirical research, replicate published studies, and carry out their own 
case studies. They also extend their skills in oral and written presentation of empirical linguistic research. 

Requirements for participation 
-none- 
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Format of module examination 
Portfolio (Pnr. 1310) or project thesis (Pnr. 1320) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination  
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam 
 
Miscellaneous 
-none- 
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Module: Skills – Empirical Methods 
German Title: Fertigkeiten – empirische Methoden 
Module-PNR: 1400  
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Empirical Methods (practical course) / 1401 
 b: Empirical Studies (seminar) / 1402 

Combination of courses 
 Practical course (a) and seminar (b) 

Semester 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the winter semester:  
 a: 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 b: 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 
 Module examination 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the summer semester:  
 a: 1st semester (summer semester) 
 b: 1st semester (summer semester) 
  
 Module examination 1st semester (summer semester) 
 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every summer semester 
 b: Every summer semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 a: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 b: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
6 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The seminar (b) focuses on a specific phenomenon or research question from one of the major linguistic areas represented 
at the institute (phonetics/phonology, morphosyntax, semantics/pragmatics or psycho/neurolinguistics). The practice class (a) 
provides practical applications of the methods discussed in the seminar. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
This is one of two skills-oriented modules, which serve to bring all MA students to the same level concerning advanced 
academic skill sets. This module focuses on empirical methods, such as data collection, annotation, corpus work and 
statistical analysis. It revisits basics of qualitative and quantitative methods, gives an overview over the most important tools 
for linguistic analysis, and provides practice to solidify previous knowledge. 
Requirements for participation 
-none- 
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Format of module examination 
Project thesis (Pnr. 1410) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination 
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam 
 
Miscellaneous 
-none- 
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Module: Linguistic Theories 
German Title: Linguistische Theorien 
Module-PNR: 1500  
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
1 semesters 
Courses and course types 
 a: Linguistic Theories 1 (seminar) / 1501 
 b: Linguistic Theories 2 (seminar) / 1502 

Combination of courses 
 Seminar (a) and seminar (b)  

Semester 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the winter semester:  
 a: 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 b: 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 
 Module examination 2nd semester (summer semester) 
 
 Suggested course of study when starting in the summer semester:  
 a: 1st semester (summer semester) 
 b: 1st semester (summer semester) 
  
 Module examination 1st semester (summer semester) 
 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every summer semester 
 b: Every summer semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 a: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 b: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
6 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The two seminars in this module present current or fundamental debates in theoretical linguistics and tease apart the 
different positions and their relation to each other. The debates come from one of the core areas represented at the institute, 
such as phonology/phonetics, morphosyntax, semantics/pragmatics and psycho/neurolinguistics. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
In this module, students hone their skills in theoretical reasoning. This module focuses on discussions in class, as well as oral 
and written presentation of ideas and arguments. Students practice the evaluation of arguments based on their theoretical 
merit, and learn to define the relations between different positions within a specific discourse. 

Requirements for participation 
-none- 
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Format of module examination 
Project thesis (Pnr. 1510) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination 
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam 

Miscellaneous 
-none- 
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Module: Specialization 
German Title: Spezialisierung 
Module-PNR: 2000 
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Specialization 1 (seminar) /2001  
 b: Specialization 2 (seminar) / 2002 

Combination of courses 
 Seminar (a) and seminar (b) 

Semester 
 a: 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
 b: 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
 
 Module examination 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every semester 
 b: Every semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 3rd semester: 120 hours / 4 ECTS credit points 

ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
6 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The two seminars in this module each provide a loose topic related to the institute’s current research. To a significant extent, 
the contents of each class are shaped by the ideas and the focus of interest of the students. The seminars provide a 
structure leading from the identification of a topic through the development of a research question, hypotheses, methods and 
results. The contents are largely determined by students. 
Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
In this module, students learn to identify and pursue their own research questions. They practice refining initial intuitions, 
developing falsifiable hypotheses, relating their ideas to the existing literature and developing methods to test their ideas. 
This module actively supports students in finding and pursuing their own research questions and developing a first plan for 
their thesis. 
One of the seminars can be replaced by a talk at a linguistic conference, including in particular student conferences. 
Requirements for participation 
-none- 

Format of module examination 
Project thesis (Pnr.2010) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination 
-none- 
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Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam 
 
Miscellaneous 
-none- 
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Module: Professional Experience 1 – Research 
German Title: Berufskompetenzen 1: Forschung 
Module-PNR: 4910 
ECTS credit points 
6 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
180 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Research Practice (seminar) / 4911 

Combination of courses 
 Seminar (a)  

Semester 
 a: 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
 
 Module examination 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 a: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
3 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The seminar introduces the main hypotheses and ideas behind the research project, as well as the methods used to pursue 
the research questions. Students discuss their progress and visit various parts of the relevant lab to gain deeper insights into 
the research process. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
In this module, students select one of the institute’s current research projects to participate in specific tasks, for example, by 
annotating corpora, transcribing recordings, or conducting experiments. Students gain hands-on experiences in doing 
linguistic research in a university setting. They acquire in-depth knowledge about how to test specific linguistic theories. 

Requirements for participation 
-none- 

Format of module examination 
Oral examination (Pnr. 4919) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination 
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation and the successful completion of the exam 
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Miscellaneous 
-none- 

 
  



Modulhandbuch MA Linguistics PO 2025 – Vorläufige Lesefassung - Stand 30.09.25 

 

Module: Professional Experience 2 – Teaching 
German Title: Berufskompetenzen 2: Lehre 
Module-PNR: 4920 
ECTS credit points 
12 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
360 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Teaching BA Tutorial (team project) / 4921 
 b: Supervision (seminar) / 4922 

Combination of courses 
 Team project (a) and seminar (b)  

Semester 
 a: 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
 b: 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
 
 Module examination 3rd semester (winter or summer semester) 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every semester 
 b: Every semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 30 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 3rd semester: 120 hours / 4 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for module examination 
6 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The seminar b) introduces various methods of teaching and provides room for practical questions and group discussion. The 
modules to be taught are the intro modules on phonetics/phonology, morphosyntax, semantics and pragmatics, and psycho-/ 
neurolinguistics. 

Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
Students learn to teach basic linguistic ideas to first-year students in one of the intro modules of the BA. They learn to 
organize as a team, develop course materials, apply various teaching methods and principles, edit online learning platforms, 
discuss their students’ progress, and critically evaluate the content and methods of the module.  
The module can be replaced by a four-to-eight-week internship by arrangement. 
Requirements for participation 
-none- 

Format of module examination 
Project thesis (Pnr. 4929) 

Requirements for the admission to the module examination 
-none- 
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Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation, successful completion of a tutorial and subsequent project thesis, or, alternatively, proof of internship and 
internship report. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Teaching assistant (TA) activity in bachelor modules to support BA students. 
 
Winter semester options: basic expertise: morphology and syntax; basic expertise: phonetics and phonology 
Summer semester options: basic expertise: semantics and pragmatics; basic expertise: psycho- and neurolinguistics 
 
For the preparation of the course content for the tutorial, the introductory lectures from the bachelor modules can be helpful 
(partly in German).  
 
Individual options for teaching or internships by arrangement. 
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Module: Finalization 
German Title: Abschlussmodul 
Module-PNR: 5200 
ECTS credit points 
30 ECTS credit points 

Workload 
900 hours 

Duration 
1 semester 
Courses and course types 
 a: Colloquium (colloquium) / 5201 
 b: Peer Review (seminar) / 5202 
 c: Linguistic Careers (seminar) / 5203 

Combination of courses 
 Colloquium (a) and seminar (b) and seminar (c) 

Semester 
 a: 4th semester (summer or winter semester) 
 b: 4th semester (summer or winter semester) 
 c: 4th semester (summer or winter semester) 
Frequency of module 
 a: Every semester 
 b: Every semester 
 c: Every semester 

Intended group size 
 a: Ca. 10-20 students 
 b: Ca. 10-20 students 
 c: Ca. 10-20 students 

Contact hours 
 a: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 b: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 
 c: 2 SWS / 30 hours / 1 ECTS credit point 

Self study 
 a: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 b: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 c: 60 hours / 2 ECTS credit points 
 
ECTS credit points awarded for the examination  
21 ECTS credit points  

Content 
The colloquium a) provides room for presentations on students’ current progress as well as for invited and local talks on 
ongoing research. In the peer review seminar b), students practice writing drafts and giving feedback to their peers with 
respect to specific criteria of evaluation introduced by in the class. 
The seminar on Linguistic Careers c) prepares students for the time after graduation, invites alumni/ae to talk about their 
career paths, introduces resources specific to international careers of linguistics graduates, and provides advice on how best 
to present the skills and knowledge acquired during our MA program on a professional CV for jobs in industry and academia. 
Altogether, this module prepares students for the MA thesis, which is the final examination of this module. 
Intended learning outcomes and program contents 
In this module, students build on the skills and knowledge acquired so far and develop the research question, hypotheses 
and methods needed for their MA thesis. It also helps them plan for the time after graduation by preparing them for the job 
market for linguistics graduates. 

Requirements for participation 
-none- 

Format of examination 
Master thesis (Pnr. 6000)  
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Requirements for the admission to the examination  
-none- 

Requirements for the award of ECTS credit points 
Active participation 
 
Miscellaneous 
-none- 
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